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Quality Pomelo Production Adhering to Export Standardization by Farmers
in Phichit Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were 1) to study social and economic state of farmers who had
produced pomelo in Phichit Province; 2)to study their pomelo production state; 3) to study their
knowledge of pomelo production for exporting; 4) to study their opinions towards pomelo production
for exporting; 5) to study their management of quality pomelo production adhering to the export
standardization; 6) comparison of production, knowledge, opinions and practice relating to pomelo
production and 7) to study their problems and suggestions on guidelines for the extension of quality
pomelo production adhering to the export standardization.

The population in this study was farmers who had produced pomelo in Phichit Province.
The samples in this study were divided into 2 groups. One group was 108 farmers who had received
the certificate of GAP pomelo in their qualified pomelo production. Another group was 108 general
farmers. The data collecting process was interviewing the studied farmers. The statistical methodology
used to analyze the data by computer programs were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and t-test.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) most of the farmers who had received the
certificate of GAP pomelo and general farmers were male. Their average age was 52.61 years and
49.91 years respectively. Most of them were educated at primary level. Their average income obtaining
from selling their pomelo was 211,611.11 Baht/year and 160,231.48 Baht/year respectively. Their
average total income obtaining from agricultural sections was 360,031.40 Baht/year and 298,018.52
Baht/year respectively. Their average total family expenditure in agricultural sections was 169,942.59
Baht/year and 124,999.59 Baht/year respectively. And their average profit was 7,766.28 Baht/Rai and
7,147.78 Baht/Rai respectively. 2) considering the pomelo production state of the farmers who had
received the certificate of GAP pomelo and general farmers, it was found that their average area used
for growing pomelo was 15.50 Rai and 12.02 Rai respectively. They mostly grew pomelo in “Thakoi”
tribe. The production state of the farmers in both groups was alike in almost all aspects. 3) considering
their knowledge of pomelo production for exporting, it was found that the farmers in both groups had
much knowledge of selecting the planting area, pomelo growing and harvesting, but they had a little
knowledge of pomelo grading and size determining adhering to the export standardization. 4)
considering their opinions towards pomelo production for exporting, the farmers in both groups agreed
with the pomelo production adhering to the export standardization at the most level because it made
them have more income, and they would have certain markets for their produce. 5) considering their
management adhering to the export standardization, it was found that the farmers who had received the
certificate of GAP pomelo mostly practiced regularly, except in some aspects, while general farmers
hardly practiced in all aspects. And 6) the farmers in both groups had problems, at much level, with
high production cost, and the spread of plant diseases, insects, and plant enemies. They suggested that
they should have been trained continuously on the management of qualified pomelo production
adhering to the export standardization.

Keywords: Pomelo production, Export standardization, Phichit Province
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